XV OF
THE Government and its officers have had many a battle with the usurer. But there is nothing more difficult than to defend an ignorant peasantry against the consequences of their own thoughtlessness. It is necessary that the law should, as far as possible., be certain in its operation; and it is impossible to leave the laying down of the law entirely to the courts, especially when the Judges live apart from the people, and do not understand their circumstances. In older days the Judges lived more among the people, and had much less judicial work. It was wonderful how much of substantial justice was done in these days by men who did not discriminate much between law and fact, but were inclined to regard law as nothing more than the correct interpretation and treatment of fact. AH the same, the idiosyncrasies of individual officers intensified the proverbial uncertainty of the law, and experience tended to show that attempts to interfere with contracts as made often resulted in injury to the people generally, and that the astute usurer could often, by some means or other, get round such provisions of the Acts of the legislature or of the case-law of the judges as were framed for the protection of their debtors.
Early in my service I, was employed as a Subordinate Judge in succession to a man who was well known to be very perfunctory in his work. I found that this man had not noticed a change in the Law of Limitation regarding the date in proceedings in Execution of Decrees from which the period of limitation was to count. Formerly it had been the date of final o                                   193